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Dear Tenants:
The following pages contain a short summary of your rights as a tenant under 
state and city laws. Also, enclosed you will find two questionnaires. The 
data from these questionnaires will be compiled and published by the City 
Planning Board and ASUM's newly formed Off-Campus Housing Committee. The 
information is strictly confidential and will not be shown to any landlords 
unless your written permission is obtained. This information will be nrinted 
in the Kaimin early winter quarter. The enclosed questionnaires are the 
first attempt to obtain information on student housing in Missoula.
These questionnaires will be used in an attempt to ascertain the condition 
of housing. It is known that much of the housing is not adequate and there 
is a shortage. With the information gained from this poll we hope to show 
the vital need for a Housing Authority in Missoula. This should help to 
provide better and cheaper housing. Your cooperation is desperately needed. 
Please respond to this urgent call by answering these questionnaires and 
returning them to the ASUM offices in person, if possible, or by using the 
business reply envelopes enclosed and postage will be paid by ASUM.
This is the first step in forming a student operated off-campus organization 
and possibly a tenant's union. Also, sometime during winter quarter a Legal 
Services Office will be established in the ASUM offices to provide free legal 
advice to all students desiring it.
Thank you for your time and cooperation.
Sincerely,
Thomas J. Mozer
Off-Campus Housing Committee Chairman
TENANT RIGHTS 
CONTINUED
In General - a. every apartment must have heat to a temperature of at 
least 70° during the winter, and heating facilities 
must be maintained in a safe condition at all times.
b. walls, ceilings, floors and foundation must be weather- 
tight, water-tight, and rat-proof. Further, the roof, 
walls, floors and foundations must be capable of resist­
ing any and all forces to which they might be subjected.
c. all doors and windows must be weather-tight, water-tight, 
and rat-proof.
d. all wood must be protected against termite damage and 
decay.
e. stairs and porches must be in good repair and safe. In 
buildings with two or more apartments, the stairs and 
hallways must be lighted at all times and kept clean by 
the landlord.
f. plumbing must be kept in good condition, with no leaks.
Sewage and drain water must not make walls, ceilings, 
and floors damp.
g. paint on walls, ceiling, woodwork, doors and windows 
must not be flaking or peeling.
h. trash cans must be supplied if there are more than four 
apartments in the building.
i. rats (and roaches) must be exterminated by the landlord 
if the building is infested.
Repairs: The only time you have to pay for repairs is when you or your guests
do the damage. When there is "normal wear and tear" on the apartment, the land­
lord will not have to pay for repairs unless the condition of the apartment falls 
below what the Housing Code requires. If someone gets hurt, the landlord may 
have to pay the cost if you can show that he should have made repairs before
the accident. If some calamity (fire or flood) hits the apartment and you decide
to stay, you don’t have to pay rent until it is repaired, if the calamity was 
not your fault.
What The Tenant Has To Do:
1. Pay your rent within nine days of the date it is due.
2. Keep your apartment clean and in good repair if you damage it.
3. Make no nuisance.
If you don't pay your rent, ten days after the rent is due, the landlord will 
probably send out a notice to quit possession of premises, which will come from 
his lawyer and will ask you to move out in five days. You don't have to move 
out by the date on the notice. This is particularly true if you have a legitimate 
gripe with you landlord. If you don't move out, you may receive a complaint and 
summons asking you to appear in court. It is important that you obey the summons 
and see a lawyer right away for advice. If you don't answer the summons the 
sheriff will probably come in about two weeks to throw you out. The summons 
will probably be delivered to you by the sheriff or one of his deputies but if 
you are not home when they come, the sheriff or his deputy may leave a copy of 
the summons under your door. A lawyer can get you enough time to find a new
home and possibly even win your case if you have not been paying your rent for
some legitimate reason.
■
1. Year in School  Male  Female  Single  Married
2. Number of Children  Number of pets  Kind of pets_____
3. Address of apartment or house______________
4. Type of Housing: trailer_____apartment_______ house_____ other(specifv)__
5. Rent trailer?  Own trailer?  Own house?  Relative's house?___
6. Total rent___________ total average utilities__________
7. apartment furnished?__________ apartment unfurnished?
8. Number of persons in your residence  Total number of rooms (excluding
bathrooms and hallways) _____ Number of bedrooms  Do you share any
room with another apartment?  If so, what rooms? bathroom
kitchen  livingroom  hallway_____
9. Did you sign a lease or contract?__________ For how long?__________
10. Distance from campus__________
11. Length of time it took to get an apartment___________ When you began rerting
the apartment__________
12. Are you interested in joining a tenants union or an off-campus housing 
organization?__________
13. Are you interested in working to start such an organization?  It so,
please include your name and telephone number _
14. How do you rate your overall housing situation? good  fair_____ Poor_
15. If you have had any special problems with landlords please list then and 
the circumstances. (i.e. failure to return deposits)
Address________________________________________________________
(Residence)
(Unit being rented)
Section //l. Dwelling Units
1. Is Dwelling unit,
a. Single family..........................................................(
b. Multiple dwelling (duplex, four-plex, apartment house)................(
c. Trailer................................................................ (
2. How many bedrooms in unit?................................................ (
Bedrooms require 150 sq. ft. for two people and 50 sq. ft. additional for 
each person over two.
3. How many students occupying unit?......................................... (
4. How many off-street parking places are provided?.......................... (
5. What is the rent paid for dwelling unit per month?........................(
6. Are there any fire extinguishers in your building?........................(
Section #2. Sanitation
1. Does dwelling unit have workable:
Bath tub.................. ( )
Kitchen sink.............. ( )
Shower ( )
Toilet.................... ( )
Does the bathroom have window to outside or fan unit for ventilation?....(
Are there enough electrical outlets to accomodate appliances used?.......(
Does the heating unit supply adequate warm air for comfort?.............. (
Is the furnace enclosed in basement apartments?.......................... (
Is there fresh air from outside building to furnace room?................ (
2. Is the unit free from rodents, dampness and insects?......................(
3. Does unit have one garbage can for each unit and weekly removal
facilities?................................................................
4. Are all the walls in the unit easily cleanable?...........................(
5. How many ways of egress are there from the unit?..........................(
Are the means of egress lighted?.......................................... (
6. Are the units free from an accumulation of vegetation, junk, debris,
garbage, combustible materials which may constitute a hazard to health, 
safety or fire hazards?................................................... (
Section #3. Structural Conditions
1. Does the unit have a severly cracked or chipped cement or wood 
foundation?................................................................
2. Does the roof show signs of sagging, buckling or leaking?................ (
3. Is the condition of the chimney good?..................................... (
Hot and cold water............. (
Ample hot water................ (
